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CALLED TO THE COLORS. Notices instructing male Aust- 
rian citizens born in 1937 to report to their draft boards have 
ippeared in the Austrian press and on public notice boards in 
very city, town and village of the country. It is the first 
time for two decades that young Austrians have been called 
their country’s colors. 


ATOMIC ENERGY STUDY GROUP FOUNDED. A government- 
sponsored study group, concerned with the utilization of ato- 
mic energy within the framework of the OFEC (Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation), has recently been con- 
stituted in Vienna. Representatives of the Electric Power 
Authority, of the Ministry of Education, of industry as well 
is of the Ministry of Communications will be among the mem- 
ers of the new group, which will also have the benefit of ex- 
ert scientific advice. 


1955 BUDGET PICTURE 61 MILLION DOLLARS BETTER 
THAN EXPECTED. According to a report by the Ministry of 
Finance, the final figures on government receipts and dis- 
bursement for 1955 show the following results in relation to 
the budget drawn up for that year: in the framework of the reg- 
ular budget, receipts amounted to $1,057 million, or $204 mill- 
ion more than originally estimated. Expenditures amounted to 
$1,030 million, or $144 million more than estimated. Thus, 
there was a surplus of $27 million. The latter figure is $60 
million higher than originally provided under the budget, which 
sckoned with a deficit of $33 million. In the sphere covered 
by the special budget, there were $11 million in unestimated 
receipts, as against expenditures of $77 million, so that the 
special budget terminated with a deficit of $66 million. 
The total deficit for 1955 was $39 million, i.e. $61 million 
less than originally provided. It was coveredin full by receipts 
from credit operations during previous years. 


SPRINGTIME BOOM IN THE ECONOMY. This year’s severe 
ind lasting winter weather delayed the spring season, but 
with the onset of mild weather an upsurge in economic activ- 
ty began to make its appearance in many spheres. This de- 
elopment is documented in the latest monthly report of the 
Austrian Institute for Economic Research, which has just 
made its appearance. The building industry, in particular, 
quickly picked up, even though it has to cope with a shortage 
‘f materials. The strong revival of retail sales and the steady 
increase in export trade gave a new impulse to industry and 
increased import requirements. For the purpose of expanding 
(Continued on page 3) 


THE FINAL COUNT. In our previous issue, the composition 
ofthe new Austrian parliament was given as follows: People’s 
party 82, Socialist party 75, Freedom party 5, Communists 3. 
In the final count, however, an error of computation was re- 
vealed which had credited the Socialists with a seat that 
Should have gone to the Freedom party. The correct figures 
are as follows: 


People’s party 82 
Socialist party 74 
Freedom party 6 
Communists 3 


AUSTRIA “‘MAIN GOAL OF EASTERN EUROPEANS SEEK- 
ING FREEDOM.'’ The United States has agreed to an Aus- 
trian request and made the sum of 250,000 dollars available 
to the Committee for European Migration (CEM) for the pur 
pose of providing relief for the continually increasing num- 
ber of refugees from the East in Austria. The declaration of 
Mr. Scott McLeod on the subject, in part: ‘‘Austria has be- 
come the main goal of all Eastern Europeans who are seek- 
ing freedom. They are placing a burden on Austria which the 
country cannot and should not carry by itself; the question 
of the right of asylum is the responsibility of the entire 
world.’’ 


HUNGARIAN DEMOLITION SQUADS ATTACK IRON CUR. 
TAIN. Having got off to a slow start which was viewed scep- 
tically by the Viennese press, the Hungarian border command 
has now begun to tackle its well-publicized task with vigor. 
At one point, near the Austrian village of Luising, no less 
than 40 mines were exploded in oneday (May 11). Barbed-wire 
obstacles and watch towers are also fast beginning to disap- 
pear. It has been observed at Luising that Hungarian soldiers 
arrived onthescene withan ambulance: a precautionary meas- 
ure in case some casualties should occur in the process of 
clearing the minefields. 


DEMAND FOR SCHILLINGS IN ZURICH. The May issue of 
the Foreign Exchange Bulletin of the Zurich Handelsbank 
emphasizes that, as regards its quotation, the Austrian schil- 
ling occupies a special position within the framework of clear- 
ing exchanges not bound by agreements. As of the end of Ap- 
ril, this currency -- which is not multilaterally arbitrable -- 
was quoted only with a discount of barely 2% against Swiss 
francs, with supply unable to keep up with demand. The high- 
est quotation in April was 16.47 S.fr. per 100 schillings, the 
lowest was 16.41 S.fr. 
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Federal Republic of Austria 


(25 Electoral Districts) 






Vienna 
(7 Electoral Districts) 


SALZBURG 


The shaded area was carried by the Socialists, 
the remainder by the People’s Party. 





A REGIONAL BREAKDOWN OF ELECTION RETURNS 









































Peoples Party Socialist Party 
weapenie ail Eligible Voters Velid Votes (OeVP) (SPOce) Communists 
Districts 1953 1956 1953 1956 1953 1956 1953 1956 1953 1956 

a Vienne 1,233,321 | 1,223,373 11,177,610 | 1,131,487 | 362,148] 406,727 | 590,532 562,695 93,938 96,574 
8-11 Low. Austria | 943,997 932,330 904,384 891,310 | 438,348 | 461,729 | 360,791 367,131 56,303 35,869 
12-16 Up. Austria 665,402 682,692 617,312 647,202 | 285,308] 325,753 | 236,944 261,046 18,780 14,18) 
17 Salzburg 199,405 205,056 186,020 191,745 79,128 90,517 65,871 69,147 5,251 4,417 
18 Tyrol 257,656 266,492 240,944 253,162 | 132,655] 159,330 70,473 74,822 5,716 3,754 
19 Vorarlberg 116,767 124,516 108,269 116,855 60,140 71,081 24,531 31,221 3,172 2,490 
20-23 Styria 708,311 716,017 662,518 687,111 | 269,662] 313,413 272,360 302,423 29,177 23,762 
24 Corynthia 285,615 288,033 253,175 267,179 73,015 90,057 121,775 128,496 10,405 8,230 
25 Burgenland 176,396 175,955 168,456 165,886 81,373 81,548 75,240 76,271 5,417 3, 146 
25 Austria 4,586,870] 4,614,464 | 4,318,688] 4,351,937 11,787,777 | 2,000,068 | 1,818,517] 1,813,250 | 228,159 | 192,432 
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“AMERICAN FRIENDS OF AUSTRIAN CHILDREN’’ HON- 
ORED. Mr. John Gorski of Long Beach, New York, Executive 
nirector of ‘‘American Friends of Austrian Children, Inc.,”’ 
has been awarded the Grand Gold Medal of Honor for ser- 
vices to the Republic of Austria. 

During the current fiscal year, the organization shipped 
approximately 3,000,000 lbs. of U.S. surplus food to Austria, 
valued at 700,000 dollars. Supplies were packed in 44,000 
ases and 4,000 bags. In addition, considerable quantities 
f textiles were. sent to Austria. These shipments were made 
possible by the assistance of the U.S. Government and by 
many individual contributions. 

The Austrian Ambassador, Dr. Karl Gruber, is honorary 
chairman of the organization. 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, Representative Emanuel 
Celler, Att. Gen J. K. Javits, Prof. A. Sturmthal, Prof. Ch. 
4. Gulick, Walter Reuther, David Dubinsky and Adolph Held 
are among the sponsors. 


CATHOLIC WELFARE ORGANIZATION HONORED. The 
Reverend Fabian Flynn, Director, NCWC (National Catholic 
Welfare Conference), has been awarded the Grand Gold Medal 
of Honor for Services to the Republic of Austria, which he 
received from the Minister for Social Welfare, Mr. Proksch, 
in Vienna recently. 

) Reverend Flynn, of Boston, Mass., a Catholic priest 
since 1931, served as an army chaplain in the second world 
var. Turning to social work after the war, Reverend Flynn 
became Managing Director of NCWC and has thus taken a 
leading part in his organization’s activities on Lehalf of 
Austria. These included shipment of textiles, foodstuffs and 
medical supplies valued at several million dollars, as well 
S @ program to assist refugees in settling in the U.S. 


VOeST AWARDED SOUTH AMERICAN PIPE-LINE CON- 
TRACT. In the face of heavy international competition, the 
United Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeST) has succeed- 
ed in obtaining an order for two pressure pipelines totalling 
approximately 2,000 ft. in length, for use in the construction 
»f the Abanico Power Plant in Chile. The steel construction 
work will be carried out with VOeST’s special ‘‘Aldur’’ 
steel, which has proved its worth in numerous power plant 








































































‘onstruction projects in Austria and abroad. 
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SEATS 
Freedom Party” 
(FPOe) OevP SPO6« Com. FP Oe 

1953 1956 'S3 1'56 | 53 | °56 | °53 | 56] '53 | '56 
74 
. 124,683] 63,434 13 | 15 2igmi 2 2 3 1 
8} 47,706} 26,990 18 | 14 13} 13 1 1 1 ~ 
2 75,065| 46,222 12 | 14 10 | 10 ~ - 1 1 
“4 35,269| 27,664 4] 4 3 3 = 1 1 
me 31,650] 15,254 ‘ 6 4 4 - ~ ] 1 
a | 20,340] 12,063 3} 3 1 1 * _ 1 1 
. | 89,895] 47,513 11 | 13 | 12 | 13 1 2 3 ~ 
42,053| 40,352 4| 5 © 5 - -| 3 1 

6,205} 4.921 3 3 3 3 “ - -|- 
32 
| 472,866 | 283,713 | 74] 82 | 73 |74] 4 | 3 | 14 |] 6 
— Be 












































SALZBURG HONORS U.S. INFORMATION OFFICER. The 
Municipal Council of Salzburg has resolved to express the 
city’s official thanks to Dr. Robert H. Behrens, the head of 
the U.S. Office for Cultural Affairs and Information in Salz- 
burg since 1953, for his outstanding activities which have 
made a decisive contribution to mutual understanding. Dr. 
Behrens, who is leaving his Salzburg post, will also be aw- 
arded an Honorary Ring. 
Springtime Boom in the Economy (Continued from page 1) 
production and sales, the economy took on more than 100,000 
workers during March and April. 
Sharp Drop in Unemployment 

The number of persons employed rose by 76,000 to a total 
of 2,105,800. This increase was 6,500 higher than the average 
for the last five years. The heavy demand for personnel resul- 
ted in a rapid drop in the number of winter unemployed. The 
number of registered job seekers dropped by 79,200 in April, 
56% of this decrease being accounted for by the building in- 
dustry. 

Electricity Supply Improves 

The inadequate supply of electric current, brought about 
by unfavorable weather conditions, improved sharply during 
March. As aresult of increasing use of heating oil — consump- 
tion of domestic heating oil amounted to 282,000 tons during 
the first quarter of the current year — approximately 200,000 
tons of coal were saved. 


Record Farm Deliveries 


Since the beginning of the year, agriculture has been sup- 
plying the market with far more products than in 1955, As of 
the end of March, a total of 411,206 tons of bread grains from 
the 1955 crop had been sold, a figure which is 1% higher than 
that for the record crop year of 1953. Similar records are being 
achieved in pig breeding,a total of 386,100 domestic pigs hav- 
ing been slaughtered during December, January and February. 
Even though prices are unfavorable, milk and dairy products 
are being offered in greater quantity than last year. On the 
other hand, the extreme cold of the late winter had a harmful 
effect on the planting of spring vegetables. Excellent market- 
ing achievements made it possible to stock pile grain and 
pork and to restrict imports. 


Seasonal Drop in Cost of Living Index 


Prices developed unevenly. The upward trend inthe prices 
of finished industrial goods continued. The wholesale price 
index and the cost of living index dropped 0.8% and 3.6%, re- 
spectively, between mid-March and mid-April. The fall in the 
cost of living index is due to the seasonal drop in the price 
of eggs and vegetables. Compared with April 1955, this index 
was 4.4% higher in 1956 (excluding seasonal products, 2.5% 
higher). 

Following the termination of the upward trend last year, 
wages remained stable to a large extent during April. However, 
the cold winter weather not only had a harmful effect on emp- 
loyment but also reduced earnings and working time. The loss 
in earnings was especially high in the building trades. 


Favorable Trend in Foreign Trade 


The seasonal revival in foreign trade during March was 
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higher than expected. Export values rose by 339 million to a 
total of 1932 million schillings, the highest level to date. The 
volume of export was two-and-one-half times as high as that 
of the monthly average for 1937. 


TRADE BALANCE IN FIRST QUARTERS SHOWS FAVOR- 
ABLE TREND. During the past five years, the average in- 
crease in Austrian foreign trade in the period of February to 
March was 13% in the case of exports and 16% in that of im- 
ports. This year, however, the increases were even greater, 
at 21% and 26% respectively. 

According to the most recent issue of the ‘‘Statistical 
News,’’ exportation during March 1956, representing a value 
of 74,3 million dollars, was 6,1 million higher than the figure 
for December 1955, previously the highest monthly figure. 
This March export volume established a record in the history 
of the Austrian Republic. More finished and semi-finished 
products were shipped abroad than in any previous month, 
while export of raw materials was only 380,000 dollars below 
the figure for October 1955. Compared with February 1956, 
export volume was 13 million dollars higher, 7 million dol- 
lars of this amount being for finished products. Among the 
finished products exports, totalling 33,7 million dollars, the 
figure for electrotechnical machines was 1,26 million and that 
for rail vehicles 1,11 million dollars higher than in the pre- 
vious month. Raw material exports rose by 4,92 million to a 
total of 19,92 million dollars. All in all, Austrian exports 
during March were 18 million dollars higher than in March 
1955. 

Importation during March 1956, amounting to 83,5 million 
dollars, was greater than in February. Here, too, finished 
products accounted for the largest increase (6,57 million 
dollars), the greatest increase taking place with respect to 
machinery and vehicular items. 

Since imports during March 1956 registered a greater in- 
crease over the previous month than did exports, there was a 
deterioration of about 3,84 million dollars in the trade bal- 
ance. Nevertheless, the deficit for March 1956, amounting to 
9,11 million dollars, can be considered as relatively small, 
especially when compared to the 23,6 million registered for 
March 1955. The trade balance for the first quarter of 1956 
shows a deficit of 33,3 million dollars, whereas that for the 
previous year amounted to 48 million dollars. 


STRONG DEMAND FOR AUGARTEN PORCELAIN. The fairly 
general trend which has led to an increase in the production 
capacity of porcelain factories all over the world has also re- 
sulted in a demand for high-quality porcelain which greatly 
exceeds actual and even potential production facilities. Vien- 
na’s Augarten Factory has remained true to its original prog- 
ram, i.e. of remaining representative of the Viennese tradition 
by producing sets of the highest quality in point of material, 
glazing and handpainted decoration. It has also extended its 
production program by developing sets to meet contemporary 
tastes while endeavoring to follow a moderate line. 


GLASS PRODUCTION INCREASED TO 72,000 TONS. The 
Austrian glass industry did not increase its prices during 
1955, even though the cost of labor and materials increased 
substantially. Thanks to increased sales and to the adoption 


of rationalization measures, it was possible to absorb the 
increase in costs. Of course, certain branches of the industry 
ran into an unfavorable financial situation as a result of 
these policies. Despite the increase in productivity, emp |oy- 
ment outstripped previous figures by about 5%—output havin 
increased even faster. In terms of volume, overall production 
rose from 70,000 tons in 1954 to 72,000 tons in 1955. 

Glass exports also registered an increase during the 
same period, i.e. from a value of 18 million to 19 million 
dollars. The principal buyers were the United States, Ger 
many and England. The most successful export items were 
glass jewelry and glass ornaments. 

The import of glass, on the other hand, rose from 2 mi|- 
lion dollars’ worth in 1954 to 3 million in 1955. The princi- 
pal import increases were those of unfinished glass for ¢! 
jewelry industry and also those of glass fibers. There were 
also marked increases in the importation of glass tubing and 
equipment for chemical purposes, mirror glass, unprocessed 
optical glass and glass flasks. 


LENZING CONTINUES UPWARD DEVELOPMENT. The 
Lenzing Cellulose Company has just published its fiscal! re- 
port. Among other things, the report shows that the plant's 
output, all of which has been sold, rose by approximately 
29% between 1953 and 1954 (i.e. from 78 to 100.7 tons per 
day). 

The demand for cellulose fibers continues to be strong 
throughout the world, while the danger of competition from 
cotton is steadily decreasing. As a result, Lenzing’s pro 
duction during 1954: was increased to approximately 36,000 
tons, of which 61% was sold domestically and 39% exported. 
The increase is due in part to the jet-dyed cellulose, which 
the Lenzing Company was the first to put on the market. Due 
to price fluctuations on the world market, the monetary yield 
did not entirely keep pace with mounting production. Never 
theless, some compensation was provided by Lenzing’s se 
cond product, ‘‘Austrophan,’’ the quality of which is being 
steadily increased as a result of mechanical installation 
working at 90% of its total capacity. 


AUSTRIAN BICYCLES ON U.S. MARKET. Export of Austrian- 
made bicycles to the United States has more than doubled 
over the past two years, totalling 119,000 units valued a 
roughly 3 million dollars in 1955. In 1953 the unit tota! was 
only 1,900. 

American purchases are most important to Austrian Dl- 
cycle manufacturers as sales to other foreign markets are re- 
latively low, amounting, for example, to 1,800 bicycles |ast 
year. 

The popularity of the bicycle with Americans may be 4 
tributed to the five million soldiers who have been stationed 
in Europe over the past years and who appreciate the bicycle 
as a convenient and inexpensive means of transportation. 


ENGLAND ORDERING STEEL. England is one of the latest 
customers of the Schoeller-Bleckmann Steel Company. 4 
sample order having been approved, Schoeller-Bleckmann 
have now received further orders for 3,000 tons of spring 
steel, valued at close to one million dollars. One third of 
the total has already been shipped. 





















+ 
LaSt 











June 2, 1956 


Austrian Information 


Page 5 





STEEL ORDERS FROM INDIA. The Austrian steel construc- 
tion company, Waagner-Biro, has recently secured an order 
from India for steel units to be used in the Bhakra Dam pro- 
t. Orders have been received for approximately 60% of 
total construction required by the Indian hydroelectric 
ver system. This includes five turbine inlet valves, two 
reguiator valves, two emergency valves, five hydraulic pump- 
units, aS well as the necessary steel grids for the river 
™,. The Bhakra dam is approximately 600 feet high and 
require over 120 million cubic feet of concrete. The 
Waagner- Biro Corporation has also exported various steel 
emblies for the Aswan dam in Egypt and for the Snowy 
Mountains System in Australia. 


ZINC EXPORTED TO CENTRAL AMERICA. The newly-con- 
tructed electrolytic assembly at the Bleiberg Mining Union, 
Arnoldstein (Carinthia), started producing as of January 1956 
it an annual capacity of 10,000-11,000 tons of zinc-sheeting. 
e new Bleiberg Mining Union zinc mill has been equipped 
with the latest available types of machinery and is perhaps 
most up-to-date mill in the world. The new unit turns out 
‘ial types of zinc which are 99.99% pure with a lead com- 
nent of only 0.01%. . 
‘‘Debas-Zinc,’’ which lends itself to a great variety of 
ndustrial uses is one of the latest products developed at the 


Its favorable reception on the international market has 
nelped Bleiberg Union to break the monopoly on high quality 
mpounds held by Belgium and a number of other countries. 

The firm has recently secured an order from Panama and 


will thus be the first European plant to export zinc to Central 
America. 


GAILITZ ZINC WORKS STARTING OPERATIONS. During 
its start-up period, the new zinc smelting plant of the Blei- 
berg Mining Union in Gailitz is processing Italian ores on a 
ntract basis and shipping the smelted electrolytic zinc 
to Italy. The unit also has a contract to convert the ores 
vhich an Italian company purchases in Reibl and has pro- 
essed at Gailitz. As the new plant gets into normal produc- 
ion, the amount of Austrian ore being processed is increas- 
ing. At the present time, Austrian zinc ores are being smelted 
in Western Germany and in the Netherlands, from where they 
ire shipped back as smelted zinc. No new contractual agree- 
ments with Belgium for such smelting work have been con- 
luded of late. The delivery of approximately 250 tons from 
vestern Germany and 50-70 tons from the Netherlands is 
expected in the near future. 
Authorization for the intended price increase in lead and 
‘inc has been denied by the authorities. Current price levels 
juld be maintained if the world market price for zinc did 
not rise above 100 dollars, and that for lead above 120 dol- 
‘ars. This applies alsoto copper, which must not exceed a 
ceiling price of 400 dollars if current domestic prices are 
be stabilized. 
Imports of lead at the present time come mainly from 
Nestern Germany, Yugoslav lead shipments to Austria hav- 


ing been restricted as a result of purchases from the United 
States, 


NATURAL GAS TO BE CRACKED. The heavy increase in 
gas consumption has made it necessary for the Vienna Mu- 
nicipal Gas Works to provide a new gas-producing unit at 
the Leopoldau Gas Works. This new plant, where natural 
gas will be cracked for the purpose of transforming it to 
normal city gas, is expected to go into operation in about 
two years. The unit in question, which will be a water-gas 
installation using methane cracking, will produce as much as 
500,000 cubic meters of gas daily. It will contribute sub- 
Stantially to keep gas pressure high in all parts of the city 
during periods of peak demand. One special characteristic 
of the plant will be its ability to start from the cold state 
and reach full preductive capacity within a single day. 

The explanation for the marked increase in gas con- 
sumption lies in the fact that gas heaters have been install- 
ed in a large number of apartments. Consumption this Fe- 
bruary was 45% higher than in February 1955. February 9 
brought with it the highest gas consumption to date, 2,307,- 
800 cubic meters. Since the maximum productive capacity of 
Vienna’s existing installations is 1.8 million cubic meters, 
the increased consumptionforced a decision onthe expansion 
of facilities. The new gas-producing unit will cost 31 million 
schillings. 


NEW TEST BORING IN GREATER VIENNA AREA. Kagran 
Exploratory Well No. 6 was recently found to be highly pro- 
ductive, it is reported. The daily output of the drill hole was 
approximately 30 tons of petroleum. Work has already begun 
on the construction of a pipeline for conveying the oil to the 
Aderklaa pumping station. Earlier, i.e. in 1955, the Soviet 
Petroleum Administration had made three exploratory borings 
in the area but these had proved to be dry. Kagran Well No. 4 
showed traces of natural gas and Well 5 yielded a gas erup- 
tion whichcaused considerable excitement. The traces of pet- 
roleum, however, proved to be insignificant. 

At the highly-productive Kagran Well No. 6, the Austrian 
Petroleum Administration has discovered an ‘‘oil horizon’’ at 
a depth between 7,088 and 7,107 ft. The crude oil found here 
is of the same type of lighter oil as that of the Aderklaa area. 
which has assumed the lead in Austrian oil production. One 
source of difficulty is that the new find is in a built-up resi- 
dential area, which will make directional drilling necessary. 


AUSTRIAN SALTWORKS PLAN EXPANSION. In contrast 
to common salt and cattle salt, the Austrian requirements for 
which are fairly constant, there is a steady rise in the con- 
sumption of industrial salt. The need for this product is 
increasing year by year in plants manufacturing chlorine and 
caustic soda as well as in the cellulose and plastics in- 
dustries, so that sale of industrial salt may be expected to 
increase. To cite a few examples, purchase of industrial 
salt in the Donau Chemie company in Hallein rose from 
17,500 to 21,000 tons in 1955 and this year will probably 
reach 24,000 tons. Deliveries of salt to the Solvay Works 
rose last year from approximately 8,000 to approximately 
11,000 tons and the estimated requirements for 1956 and 
1957 are between 14,000-15,000 tons, which figure will pro- 
bably rise to 20,000 tons in 1957, when the big new electro- 
lysis unit goes into operation. In addition, the Solvay Works 






























































June 2, 1956 


Austrian Information 





Page & 





are being supplied with 450,000 cubic meters of brine from 
Ebensee. Austria’s most modern saltworks, the thermocom- 
pression installations at Hallein with a current annual out- 
put of 20,000 tons and the combination vacuum-thermocom- 
pression unit at Ebensee whose current annual output is 
60,000 tons, have gradually proved to be inadequate for 
coping with increased consumption and plans are therefore 
being made for expanding plant facilities. The projects under 
consideration involve primarily the erectivn of new evapor- 
ation installations. 

The total capacity of Austria’s saltworks is approximate- 
ly 125,000 tons, the production of boiled salt having amount- 
ed to 107,000 tons in 1955. The figure for boiled salt is ex- 
pected to reach 111,000 in 1956. 


OVER 2,000 EMPLOYED AT SCHWARZACH POWER PLANT 
PROJECT. The termination of the main work on the Glock- 
ner-Kaprun group of power plants made workers available for 
a new construction project — the Salzach Power Plant at 
Schwarzach, where 2,000 workers are currently employed. 

The principal factor in the planning of the Schwarzach 
plant is the fact that the construction of the two big winter 
reservoirs of the Glockner-Kaprun group will alter the water 
level of the Salzach. As a result of the water storage, ap- 
proximately 4 cubic meters of water per second will be with- 
drawn from the Salzach during the summer, whereas during 
the winter approximately 12 cubic meters per second will flow 
into it. As a result, the Salzach now also has a winter water 
passage which makes the construction of a power plant eco- 
nomically justifiable. The Salzach Power Plant will have an 
annual output of 120,000 watts and a working capacity of 395 
million kilowatt hours, approximately one-third of which will 
be available for the winter months. 

Work on the Schwarzach project was carried out according 
to schedule last winter, despite the extremely difficult work- 
ing conditions created by the severe weather. During Febru- 
ary, part of the material requiring dredging had to be surface 
blasted. Nevertheless, it proved possible to remove more than 
70,000 cubic meters (2.5 million cu.ft.) of earth during that 
month. The extensive construction work is now proceeding 
without interruption, but it will still require at least two-and- 
a-half years more before the first set of machines in the new 
plant goes into operation. 


PREVIEW OF DORNBIRN FAIR. Judging by announcements 
from the Austrian Laender and from 12 foreign nations, the 
customary strong interest is being shown in this year’s Dorn- 
birn Fair, which is to be held from July 27 to August 5. To 
date, foreign companies have reserved approximately 40 per 
cent of the display areas. As of now, the Fair program in 
cludes six group events. Leading Austrian textile plants are 
again planning to organize a number of joint exhibits. In ad- 
dition to its daily international fashion show, the Fair will 
twice feature a display of Austrian lingerie. Great interest 
is expected to center on an American sewing machine with 
a wide variety of applications. This will be the first exhibit- 
ion of the machine in Europe. 


LINGUISTS IN THE CAB RANKS OF VIENNA. Vienna’s five 
thousand taxi drivers are rapidly becoming expert interpreters. 





Cabs now have stickers on their windshields indicating the 
languages spoken by the drivers. Since the Viennese are na. 
tural linguists, it is not surprising that so many drivers speak 
several languages. After their native German, English is the 
most frequently-known language. 

The taxi situation in Vienna has been greatly improved 
by the sale at very moderate prices of U.S. Army vehicles by 
the departing Americans. The current total of 5,000 cabs com- 
pares very favorably with New York’s 16,000 in view of the 
respective population totals of 1,700,000 and 8,000,000. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





SALZBURG SUMMER ACADEMY TO BE HELD AGAIN. The 
International Summer Academy of Fine Arts, founded in 1943, 
is to be held in Salzburg again this summer. The Schoo! of 
Vision under the direction of the Austrian painter Oskar Ko- 
koschka, and sculpture classes held by Giacomo Manzu wij! 
be the central features. Instruction will be given in German, 
English, French and Italian. Classes in architecture and l|ith- 
ography, as well as a seminar in the history of art will! also 
be held. 

Starting July 14 and ending August 14, the Academy, sitv- 
ated ona hilltop commandingone of the world’s famous views, 
is already established as an international meeting place of 
students and teachers of the arts. Its spacious headquarters, 
the Salzburg Castle, will also provide low-cost accommoda- 
tion for students who would otherwise be hard put to find a 
room in the crowded festival city. 


THE ARTS AND TELEVISIQN. A panel of experts from many 
parts of Europe and from the U.S. will meet under the auspices 
of the Austrian Radio Network and the UNESCO Music Coun- 
cil to discuss television and radio productions of operas, 
televised movies and allied subjects. The talks, scheduled 
to begin on August 27 in Salzburg, are expected to last one 
week. Representatives of the film industry, of several! radio 
and television networks and theatrical producers will discuss 
the possibilities of using the comparatively new medium as 4 
vehicle for the arts. Participants will have an opportunity to 
consider the Salzburg stage and concert halls in connection 
with the talks starting immediately after the close of the fest 
ival’s main features and coinciding with a Festival of Opera 
Films during which American, British and Italian productions, 
among others, will be shown. 


INCREASING INTEREST IN MUSICALS. Inspired by the 
great success of ‘‘Kiss Me Kate’’ at the Volksoper in Vien- 
na, Martha Eggerth and Jan Kiepura, the famous singing 
couple, are planning to produce a series of American music- 
als in Milan and Vienna. Among the works being considered 
are ‘‘Carousel’’ and ‘‘Call Me Madam.’’ The ensemble will 
be made up of American and European artists. 


THE VIENNA STAGE DURING THE VIENNA FESTIVAL. 
The Burgtheater will present ‘‘Einen Jux will er sich ma 
chen’? by Johann Nestroy under the direction of Leopold 
Lindtberg. The company fromthe Norwegian National Theate, 
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Oslo, will play at the Burgtheater on June 21st and 22nd in 
Henrik Ibsen’s ‘‘Peer Gynt’’. The Yugoslav Theater of Bel- 
grade will also visit Vienna to perform ‘‘Onkel Majores 
Dukaten’’ by Marin Drzic. The Akademietheater will present 
‘‘The Millionaire’’ by G. B. Shaw. The Theater in der Josef- 
stadt has announced ‘‘Bernarda Alba’s Haus’’ by F. Garcia 
Lorca, and the Volkstheater will present William Faulkner’s 
‘Requiem for a Nun’’ with Marianne Hoppe as guest per- 
former. 

Four of Vienna’s ‘“‘Basement Theatres,’’ which have be- 


' come an accepted feature of Austrian theatrical life, have 


announced new productions of plays by Austrian authors 
during the Vienna Festival: ‘‘Die Tribuene’’ will stage 
‘‘Arbeiterpriester’’ by Helmut Schwarz; ‘‘Kaleidoskop’’ will 
present ““‘Der goldene Kaefig’’ by Kurt Klinger, whose play 
‘Odysseus muss wieder reisen’’ was favorably received by 
the Vienna Volkstheater audience in 1955; the ‘‘Theater am 
Parkring’’ will produce two short plays by Adolf Opel, 
“Hochzeit in Chicago’’ and ‘‘Die Rueckkehr’’, and the 
“Theater der Courage’’ will produce Ruediger Schmeidel’s 
“Die schoenen jungen Tage’’. 


PHILHARMONIC CONDUCTORS FOR 1956-57. During its 
1956-57 season, the Vienna Philharmonic will present its tra- 
ditional eight-concert subscription series, its Nicolai Con- 
cert and Its Furtwaengler Memorial Concert. The following 
‘onductors have been engaged for the season: Dr. Karl Boehm 
three concerts), Andre Cluytens, Hans Knappertsbusch, Eu- 
gene Ormandy, Carl Schuricht (one concert each). Negotia- 
are still being carried on with Dmitri Mitropoulos and Mario 
Rossi. Andre Cluytens and Carl Schuricht will conduct the 
Vienna Philharmonic during its U.S. tour in November-Decem- 
ber 1956. 

FRIEDRICH GULDA A FILM STAR. Old as the art of music 
itself is the effort to present developments in the world of 
music in a concrete and visually-meaningful manner. One 
such effort is the documentary film ‘‘Wanderkomoedianten,’’ 
produced by the Centropa GmbH with the support of the Mi- 
nistry of Education. According to producer Alberti, the pur- 
pose of the production is ‘‘to bring Mozart, in this Mozart 
Year, closer to the people who do not visit the concert 
halls.’’ The whole project was in the nature of an experiment 
Since in most cases film music has to be added to the action, 
whereas this was a case of producing a silent film to Mo- 
zart’s music without interfering with the music—the raison 
d'etre of the film. 

The main actoristhe well-known pianist Friedrich Gulda, 
who is shown at the beginning and the end of the film. While 
he plays Mozart’s Ten Variations on a Theme by Gluck, the 
spectator views an engaging dance pantomine depicting the 
life of a troop of actors in Mozart’s day. The choreography 
is sufficiently simple for the audience to follow while 
listening to the music. 


AUSTRIAN EXPEDITION LEADER BACK FROM SOUTH 
AMERICA. Mathias Rebitsch, leader of the joint Austrian- 
Swedish expedition to the Andes, recently arrived in Genoa 


aboard an Italianvessel and proceeded to Innsbruck, his home 
town, 


The expedition conquered the Ojos de Salado, assumed to 
be the highest peak of both Americas. Rebitsch also brought 
with him samples of the expedition’s archeological finds, 
which he expects will bear witness to human life having ex- 
isted at heights of close to 20,000 feet in Inca and pre-Inca 
times. Should subsequent studies bear out this tentative 
evaluation, a whole concept of early American-Indian culture 
would have to be drastically revised. Last but not least, med- 
ical research would have some puzzles to solve: even in the 
Himalayas the highest-known human settlements would be 
some 6,000 feet lower than the altitude of the expedition’s 
finds. 


AUSTRIAN FOLK GROUP TO VISIT NEW ZEALAND AND 
AUSTRALIA. The group of Austrian students, which made a 
number of extremely successful tours of the United States be- 
tween the years 1949-1952 in a series of folk programs, has 
now left for a two-month tour of New Zealand and a three- 
month tour of Australia. These ‘‘Austrian Good Will Tours,’’ 
as they are known, will also be extended to Japan and India. 
The group is again under the direction of Oskar Bock and Su- 
sanne Polsterer. 


VIENNA TO HAVE “SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGE"’. It was 
announced at the recent plenary meeting of the ‘‘SOS Child- 
ren’s Village’’ Society that during the present year a total of 
eleven new children’s village houses are to be erected in 
Imst, Alt-Muenster and Lienz. Work will also start in the 
near future on a children’s village in the vicinity of Vienna, 


AUSTRIANS PREFER AUSTRIAN MOVIES. AMERICAN 
FILM BIGGEST HIT. An American film, ‘‘Three Coins in the 
Fountain,’’ has been the biggest hit of the past season, 
Austrian exhibitors reported recently. An Austrian picture 
was next in line. In general, however, Austrian movies were 
liked best, followed by Western German and American films. 


MODERN TROOP PLAYS ANCIENT THEATER. The great 
success of the ‘‘Kaleidoskop’’ Theater’s performance of Plau- 
tus’ ‘‘Hauptmann Grossmaul’’ (Miles Gloriosus) at Carnuntum 
last year has made it possible to carry out an even more am- 
bitious program this year. 

The amphitheater built in the year 1 A.D. in the garrison 
quarter of the ancient city and originally accommodating an 
audience of 8,000, will this time be the scene of a perform- 
ance of Euripides’ ‘‘Medea Tragedy’’ and Plautus’ ‘‘Gold- 
topfkomoedie ’’ (Aulularia). The first of these works will be 
directed by Horst Kepka and feature achorus of 60. The young 
composer Franz Eugen Dostal, making use of the few original 
Greek and Roman motifs which have been handed down, has 
composed a modern musical score for the performance. The 
sets, as designed by Wolfgang Moser, will be in the modern 
abstract style, designed to evoke the antique period and yet 
be in accordance with modern taste. It is intended that the 
sets will combine with the surrounding stone ruins and the 
well-preserved boxof the Emperor Valentinianto form an over- 
all harmonious picture. As in the time of the Romans, the 
scenery will be lighted by torches, but as a concession to 
modern times floodlights will also be used. The spectators 
will sit in a semicircle, on the same seats once occupied by 
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the theater-loving Romans, except that they will enjoy the 
20th-Century advantage of having the arena sprayed against 
mosquitoes. They will also be comfortably transported to and 
from Carnuntum by special trains, buses and boats. 


STAMP TO COMMEMORATE URBAN PLANNING CONGRESS. 
The Austrian Postal Administration has issued a special post- 
age stampin the denomination of 1.45 schillings, to commemo- 
rate the ‘‘23rd International Urban Planning Congress,”’ which 
to be held in Vienna from July 22-28, 1956. 
With a map of Europe in the background, the 
stamp shows the town plan of Vienna, sur- 
rounded by five European urban develop- 
ments of particular interest: Vaellingby 
(Sweden), Sennestadt (Western Germany), 
Milan (Italy), Harlow (England) and Prince 
Alexander Polder (The Netherlands). 

The stamp was designed by Professor 
Josef Seger. Printed on white paper, the 
lettering of the stamp is in black, the housing developments 
are pictured in red and the plans in green. It was printed in 4 
million copies by the Austrian State Printing Office. 


SALZBURG MOZART FESTIVAL TO BE BROADCAST 
HERE. The Mozart Bicentennial Festival, presented this 
year in Mozart’s birthplace, is to be broadcast in four all- 
Mozart programs on CBS Radio’s ‘World Music Festivals’’ 
on May 27, June 3, 10 and 17. Music commentator James 
Fassett will introduce the performances which were recorded 





in the Great Hall of the Saizburg Mozarteum, at number 9 
Getreidegasse, Mozart’s birthplace, and in the Salzburg 
Cathedral. 

The Mozart Festival included the performance of four 
of Mozart’s symphonies, three of the piano concerti, a di. 
vertimento and a sinfonia concertante, piano sonatas, lieder, 
and the Coronation Mass. 

The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, the Mozarteum Or. 
chestra and the visiting Philharmonic Orchestra of London 
played the orchestral works, under conductors Carl Schuricht 








Ernst Maerzendorfer, Herbert von Karajan and Joseph Mess ! 


ner. Soloists included soprano Irmgard Seefried, pianists 
Geza Anda, Wilhelm Backhaus, Tatjana Nikolajewa 
Clara Haskil. 

The opening program featured parts of the Mozart Ap- 
dante with Five Variations, performed on the 1780 piano, sup 
ported by its five spindly legs, on which Mozart himself 
played, and the rondo movement from the Violin Sonata ink 
flat, played on Mozart’s own concert violin. Both instruments 
are now on display in Mozart’s birthplace. 


and 


FLATTERING COMMENT. ‘‘The hamlike shape of Austria 
yields three delicious cuts -- the shank to the west, bony 
with Alpine peaks that serve as playgrounds to the world: the 
upper half of the meaty part, juicy with Danubian wine and 
Viennese flirtation; and the southern half, spiced with Orien- 
tal flavors from the nearby Balkans and points east...” 
(Frederic Morton in ‘‘Holiday,’’ June, 1956). 
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